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This charming childrenâ€™s book walks just the right line between being an enjoyable folktale-type

story and teaching a lesson without beating us over the head with such Lesson.The story begins

with some unfortunate encounters between two boys â€“ one rich, one not so much; one Jewish,

one Muslim; one the son of the grand vizier, the other the son of the tax collector. The former seems

to be a rather dreamy, awkward young man who doesnâ€™t seem to pay much attention to what

heâ€™s doing. I suppose being the son of the grand vizier has its privileges. Unfortunately for

Samuel, his status (and perhaps his proneness to mishaps?) makes him a rather lonely lad.Hamza,

on the other hand, appears to be an outspoken young man who does not take kindly to being

bumped into and stepped on, or to having food sloshed in his lap. Son of the grand vizier or no,

Hamza tells Samuel off, using some rather mean insults.Samuelâ€™s father does not take kindly to

such insults, but rather than take matters into his own hands, he orders his son to â€œMake sure

Hamza never says a mean word to you again.â€• Samuel takes this to mean that Hamza is to be

punished for his insolence, but, being the dreamy, non-confrontational type, Samuel is not sure how



to go about that. But then, the grand vizier is not one to be disobeyed, so Samuel sets off to put

Hamza in his place. He spends the night thinking of rather improbable ways to silence Hamza and

eventually settles on making Hamza eat a lemon. Hamza, however, has a different idea what the

lemon is for. The boys end up playing catch.Having failed in his first attempt to punish Hamza,

Samuel comes back again the next day with a new idea. That doesnâ€™t work out so well either, so

he must go back the next day. And the next. And the next.
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